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English Reading Spine 

  Autumn 1 
(7 weeks) 

Autumn 2 
(8 weeks) 

Spring 1 
(6 weeks) 

Spring 2 
(6 weeks) 

Summer 1 
(5 weeks) 

Summer 2 
(6.5 weeks) 

EYFS Cycle B Themes of 
interest 

All About Me 
 

Autumn  
 

Themes of 
interest 

Celebrations 
(Bonfire Night, 

Diwali, 
Christmas)  

Themes of 
interest 

People Who 
Help Us 

 
On the Farm 

Themes of 
interest 
Spring 

Life cycles – 
Chick/Duck 

Themes of 
interest 

Things That 
Move 

 
Minibeasts 

Themes of 
interest 

The Seaside 

  Writing Name  
 

Making Marks  
with Meaning  

 

Story mapping  
 

Instructions  
 

Core Texts 

Happy to Be Me! 

Goldilocks & The 
Three Bears 

 

Non-Fiction 
Writing  

 

Labels   
 

Speech bubbles  
 

Lists  
 

Captions  
 

Posters  
 

Core Texts 
 Wow! Said the 

Owl 

Instructions  
 

Story mapping 
  

Rewriting parts 
of stories  

 

Sequencing  
  

Core Texts 

Bear Snores On 

What the 
Ladybird Heard 

 

Non-Fiction 
Writing  

 

Life Cycles  
 

Information 
Leaflets  

 

Poems about 
animals  

 

Letter writing 
  

Core Texts 
Monkey & Me 

 

Non-Fiction 
Writing  

 
Posters  

 

Writing stories  
 

Core Texts 

Jasper's 
Beanstalk 

I'm The Bus 
Driver 

Writing stories  
 

Illustrations  
 

Recount  
 

Fact files  
 

Core Texts 

Billy’s Bucket 

The Rainbow Fish 



Room on the 
Broom 

Where, Oh 
Where, is Rosie’s 

Chick? 

 

Year 1/2 Cycle B Curriculum 
Driver: 

Animals  
 

Curriculum 
Driver: 

Fighting Fit 

Curriculum 
Driver: 

Hot and Cold 
Places 

Curriculum 
Driver: 

Fire! Fire! 

Curriculum 
Driver: 

Weather  

Curriculum 
Driver: 

The Seaside 
 

Poetry 
(1 week) 

Poems on a 
theme 

Perfectly Peculiar 
Pets  

 
Fiction  

(3 weeks) 
Stories with 

familiar settings 
The Jolly 
Postman  

 
Non-fiction 

(2 weeks) 
Non-

chronological 
report: 

Information 
poster 

Animals in the 
Arctic 

Fiction  
(4 weeks) 

Traditional Tales 
with a Twist 

The Three Little 
Wolves and the 

Big Bad Pig 
 

Non-fiction 
(3 weeks) 

Information 
Booklet 

Animal Antics 

Fiction  
(3 weeks) 

Stories by the 
same author 

Stuck 
 

Non-fiction 
(2 weeks) 

Non-
chronological 

report:  
Vlad and the 
Great Fire of 

London 

Poetry 
(1 week) 

Traditional 
Rhymes 

Here we go 
round the 

Mulberry bush 
 

Fiction  
(3 weeks) 

Stories with 
familiar settings 

Goat and 
Donkey  

The Great 
Outdoors 

 
Non-fiction 

(2 weeks) 
Persuasion: 

Leaflet or poster 
e.g. Camping 

Posters  

Poetry 
(1 week) 

Classic Poems 
My Shadow 

 
Fiction  

(2 weeks) 
Animal 

Adventure 
stories 

Paddington Bear 
 

Non-fiction 
(2 weeks) 
Recount:  

Safari  

Poetry 
(1 week) 

Poems on a 
theme: 

Weather, 
Weather 

 
Fiction  

(3 weeks) 
Story as a theme 

Billy’s Bucket 
 

Non-fiction 
(2 weeks) 

Recount: Letters 
The Day the 

Crayons Quit. 

 

Year 3/4 Cycle B Curriculum 
driver: 

Stone age 

Curriculum 
driver: 

Traditional tales 

Curriculum 
driver: 

Volcanoes 

Curriculum 
driver: 

Romans 

Curriculum 
driver: 

Plant life 

Curriculum 
driver: 

Our local area 



Non-fiction 
(1 weeks) 

Explanation 
texts 

Wallace and 
Gromit Cracking 

Contraptions 
 

Fiction  
(3 weeks) 
Fantasy 

Stig of the Dump 
 

Film and Play 
script 

Based on Fairy 
Tales 

(2 weeks) 
 

Poetry 
(1 week) 

Classic narrative 
poetry 

Macavity 
 

Fiction  
(3 weeks) 

Fairy tales 
The Pied Piper 

 
Non-fiction 

(3 weeks) 
Recount: 

Newspapers 
Fairy Tale News 

 

Fiction  
(3 weeks) 

Issues and 
dilemmas 

Escape from 
Pompeii 

 
Non-fiction 

(2 weeks) 
Persuasion: 

Advert 
Houses for sale 

adverts 
 

Fiction  
(3 weeks) 
Novel as a 

theme 
Diary of a Roman 

Slave 
 

Non-fiction 
(2 weeks) 

Non-
chronological 

reports: 
Information 

poster 
All About Bees 

 

Fiction  
(3 weeks) 

Stories with a 
theme 

Jack and 
Beanstalk 

 
Non-fiction 

(2 weeks) 
Information 

booklets 
Plants 

 

Poetry 
(1 week) 

Poems with a 
structure 

Haiku / Cinquain 
Fiction  

(3 weeks) 
Folk tales 

The story Blanket 
Non-fiction 

(2 weeks) 
Debate 

Range of 
discussions 

 

 

Year 5/6 Cycle B Curriculum 

Driver: 

World Trade 

Curriculum 

Driver: 

Movement 

Curriculum 

Driver: 

Around The 

World 

Curriculum 

Driver: 

The Ancient 

Greeks 

Curriculum 

Driver: 

The Amazon 

Basin 

Curriculum 

Driver: 

Food 

Fiction  
(4 weeks) 
Novel as a 

theme 
The Boy at the 

Back of the Class 
Onjali Q Rauf 

 
 

Non-fiction 

Poetry 
(1 - 2 weeks) 

Songs and lyrics 
What a 

Wonderful World  
by Louis 

Armstrong 
 

The Sunflower  
By David Gibbs 

Poetry 
(1 weeks) 

Poems with 
imagery 
The Sea by 

James Reeves 

Beach by John 
Coldwell 

 
Fiction  

Fiction  
(4 weeks) 
Detective/ 

Crime fiction 
The London 

Eye Mystery 

by Siobhan 

Dowd. 

 

Poetry 
(1 week) 

Classic narrative 
poetry 

Sea Fever by 

John 

Masefield. 

The Sea by James 
Reeves 

Poetry 
(1 week) 

Poems on a 
theme 

Chocolate cake 
Michael Rosen 

 
Fiction  

(3 weeks) 
    Novel as a    
theme 



(2 weeks) 
Recount: 

Biographies 
Biography 

David 
Attenborough 

 

We completed 
this song instead 

of one listed 
 

Fiction  
(3 weeks) 

Classic Fiction 
The Wizard of Oz  
by L Frank Baum. 
 

Non-fiction 
(3 weeks) 

Persuasion:  
A formal review 

Selection of 
reviews of 

theatre 
productions and 
film versions of 

musicals 
A Christmas 

Carol 

(3 weeks) 
Older literature 

Macbeth by 
William 
Shakespeare 
 

Non-fiction 
(2 weeks) 

Information 
text hybrid 

Para Olympics 
 

Non-fiction 
(2 weeks) 

Explanations 
A Really Short 

History of 

Nearly 

Everything by 

Bill Bryson. 

 

Fiction  
(3 weeks) 

Short stories 
with flashbacks 

The Piano by 
Aiden Gibbons 

 
Amazon 

Adventure by 
Willard Price 

 
Non-fiction 

(1 weeks) 
Discussion and 

debate 
Rainforests 

By Susi Brooks 

Robinson Crusoe 
by Daniel Defoe 

 
Non-fiction 

(2 weeks) 
Recount: 

Autobiographies 
The diary of Anne 

Frank 

 

 


