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The season of Advent begins this Sunday. Advent is the time to start making preparations to celebrate 

Christ’s birth - God’s momentous arrival into our world in the person of Jesus. Advent is also the season of 

hope: a time to think deeply about Jesus’ return at the end of time, which we read about in this Sunday’s 

Gospel.  
 

Dear Lord Jesus,  

Help us to ‘stay awake’ and to be aware of your presence in the people that 

we meet in this Advent season.  

Amen.  
 

The Sunday liturgy is available weekly on the Wednesday Word by following the link on the school 

website https://www.stmaryscps.co.uk/wednesday-word/  

Key Stage 1 Indoor Athletics Event 

Eight of our Year 1 and Year 2 children had the wonderful opportunity to represent our school at St Bede’s 
High School in the KS1 Indoor Athletics Competition. The event, hosted by the West Lancs Sports 
Partnership, brought together many local primary schools for an exciting evening of sport and teamwork. 

Our children took part with great joy and pride in a variety of events, including speed bounce, obstacle 
races, javelin, and long jump, to name just a few. Their enthusiasm and determination shone through in 
every activity. 

 

Miss Wade and Mrs Priestner were 

immensely proud—not only of how well 

the children competed, but more 

importantly of the way they represented 

our school with such positivity, respect, 

and team spirit. Well done! 

 

https://www.stmaryscps.co.uk/wednesday-word/


Class 3 Reading Café 

On Wednesday morning, our classroom transformed into a cozy Reading Café. It was wonderful 

to see so many parents join us, sharing stories and enjoying books alongside the children.  The 

children were delighted to read with their parents and show off their growing confidence. Par-

ents and children explored a variety of texts together, sparking lively conversation.  The event 

created a lovely atmosphere of togetherness, reinforcing the joy of reading as a shared experi-

ence. 

Thank you to everyone who came along — your presence made the morning truly special. We 

look forward to hosting more opportunities like this in the future! 

Gold Sports Games Award Success 

We are delighted and extremely proud to share that our school has been awarded the prestigious 

Gold Sports Games Award last week. This recognition celebrates the commitment, enthusiasm, 

and teamwork shown across our sporting activities throughout the year. 

Two of our outstanding Year 6 children had the honour of attending the award ceremony along-

side Mrs McGrath, where they proudly accepted the award on behalf of the whole school com-

munity. 

We are also delighted to share that our school has been recognised for its commitment to inclu-

sivity, ensuring that every member of our school community is involved and valued in our sport-

ing events. In recognition of this dedication, we were proudly awarded the Equal Access School 

Award for 2025. This achievement highlights the importance we place on creating opportunities 

for all children to participate, enjoy, and suc-

ceed in sport. 

A heartfelt thank you goes to our dedicated 

staff, our fantastic play leaders, and especially 

Mrs McGrath for their tireless efforts in organis-

ing and supporting sporting events both in and 

out of school. This achievement is a true reflec-

tion of their hard work and the joyful spirit with 

which our children take part in sport. 
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Class 1 ‘Shining Stars’ 
 

 

This week, Class 1 have been learning all about Advent. We have 

learnt what Advent is, what people do during Advent, and how we 

can make better choices during Advent. The children have all 

made their own Advent wreaths, talking about what each of the 

candles mean.  

 

 

 

Class 1 have also been writing letters to Father Christmas this 

week! Now that we have learnt so much in Phonics, the 

children have been able to use their knowledge of letter 

sounds to write a letter telling Father Christmas how they have 

been so good this year, and what presents they might wish for. 

Once we have all written one, we are going to take them to 

the post box to 

send to the North 

Pole! 

 

 

Later in the week, Class 1 were treated to a Mystery 

Reader all the way from Portugal! Arabella's Grandma 

came to read 'Monkey Puzzle' to us, which we really 

enjoyed! 
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Class 2 ‘Trailblazers’ 

 

What a busy week! 

We enjoyed learning all about the compass rose and the 8 points of the compass in Geography and 

used these to find different points on a treasure map.   

We have had a lovely week writing lots of different shape poems this week to describe objects and 

animals including fish, octopus, rainbows and snails.  

 

 

 

 

In maths we are working hard making and drawing arrays and using them to solve multiplication 

problems and we will continue this next week when we explore the different times tables. 
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Class 3 ‘Bright Sparks’ 

 

In Class 3 we’ve had another fantastic week in class, full of learning, teamwork, and creativity.  

The children have continued their work on ‘A Christmas Carol’, diving deeper into the timeless story 

and exploring it in new ways, including: 

 

• Film scripts: We examined how Dickens’ classic has been adapted for the screen, noticing 

differences in dialogue and staging. 

• Play scripts: Students compared how the same scenes are written for live performance, learning 

about stage directions and how actors bring words to life. 

• Creative discussions: The children enjoyed debating which version they preferred and imagining 

how they might adapt the story themselves. 

• Performance practice: Reading aloud gave everyone a chance to experiment with tone, 

expression, and character voices. 

 

 

It’s been wonderful to see their enthusiasm grow as 

they connect literature with performance. We’re 

looking forward to building on this work next week, 

perhaps even trying out some short scenes of our 

own! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Have a wonderful weekend! From Mrs Preston & the staff of St Mary’s 
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Special Award  -  For being a kind 

friend 

 
Good Work Award 

Class 1 Cooper S Joe R 

Class 2 James S Eric H 

Class 3 Poppie H Violet P 

Headteacher’s  award Taylor M Caleb S 

Mathematician of the week  Roman W 

Presentation award Heidi MJ 

Attendance Award Class 2 -  98.67% 

 

Attendance for the week ending 28.11.25 

  No. of pupils Attendance (%) Rank 

Class 1 16  89.29% 3 

Class 2 17 98.69% 1 

Class 3 23 98.07% 2 

Wednesday, 12th November After School KS2 Craft Club begins (for 5 Wednesdays) 

Wednesday, 12th November After School KS1 Multi-Sports Club (for 5 Wednesdays) 

Friday, 21st November KS2 Fitness Club (8.15 every Friday morning) 

Wednesday, 3rd December Whole School Advent Mass (9:30am in St Elizabeth’s Church)  

Thursday, 11th December Christmas Jumper Day, Breakfast with Santa & Santa Dash 

Tuesday, 16th December Class 1 Nativity (9:30 and 2:30pm) 

Thursday, 18th December End of term awards assembly (9:15am) - all parents welcome 

Friday, 19th December Break up for Christmas (2pm) 
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Religious Education Autumn Term Newsletter 2025-26 

Important dates this term 
WELCOME MASS 

(7th  September) 
St Elizabeth’s Church at 9.00am for families and children from Nursery - Y6. 

 
HARVEST MASS 
(28th  September) 

St Elizabeth’s Church at 9.00am for families and children from Nursery - Y6. 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL MASS 
(3rd October) 

St Elizabeth’s Church at 9.30am for families and children from Nursery - Y6. 
 

ALL SAINTS 
(1st November) 

We celebrate the lives of special and ordinary people who have responded to God’s invitation to love. 
 

THE COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED (ALL SOULS) 
(2nd November) 

Today and throughout the rest of November, we pray for those who have died. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 

(11th November – 9.15am) 
The children of Class 3 will lead a service for Remembrance Day for all school pupils and families at 9.15am. 

 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, UNIVERSAL KING 

(24th November) 
 

ADVENT 
(Begins 1st December) 

Advent means ‘coming’. We think of the coming of Jesus when he was born but we also think of his promise that he 
would come again at the end of time. It is a time of waiting and preparing. 

Whole School Mass – Wednesday, 3rd December in St Elizabeth’s Church at 9.30am for families and children from 
Nursery - Y6. 

 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

(8th December) 
This feast marks the first stage of the existence of Mary, the mother of Jesus. She was ‘full of grace’ from the very be-

ginning and co-operated with God throughout her life. 
 

CLASS 1 CHRISTMAS NATIVITY 
(16th December – 9.30am & 2.30pm) 

The EYFS children will present the story of the first Christmas for families and children from Class 1. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY, THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
(25th December) 






