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This Sunday - the third Sunday of Advent - is known as Gaudete Sunday and we light the pink 

candle on our advent wreath. The word ‘Gaudet in Latin means Rejoice!’. We rejoice that Christ is 

coming.  
 

Dear Lord Jesus,  

Please give us the courage always to do and say what is right and to remember that we can always put 

our faith in you.  

Amen.  

 
 

 

 

The Sunday liturgy is available weekly on the Wednesday Word by following the link on the school 

website https://www.stmaryscps.co.uk/wednesday-word/  

Christmas Arrived at St Mary’s! 

What a magical Wednesday we had! The festivities began bright and early at 8am with Breakfast with Santa, 

bringing smiles and excitement to everyone. 
 

At lunchtime, we enjoyed a delicious Christmas lunch complete with crackers 

and treats—a huge thank you to Lisa & Sue for making it so special! 
 

In the afternoon, our annual Santa Dash took place. What a wonderful 

community celebration! The children (and even some adults!) ran their 

hearts out, cheered on by our amazing Santa and his elf. Afterwards, we 

warmed up with some lovely refreshments. 

 

A heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers who helped create such a joyful 

and festive day for everyone. 

https://www.stmaryscps.co.uk/wednesday-word/
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Class 1 ‘Shining Stars’ 
 

Class 1 have been so lucky this week. Mr Robson, our Site Supervisor has been super busy making 

things for our new outdoor area. He has made us a new stage area and a mud kitchen too! The 

children have had the best time making the most of their new things. A huge thank you to you, Mr 

Robson! 

 

 

We have also had our final practise of our Nativity performance! The children have been amazing 

learning all of their words, songs and dance moves. On Monday, we will put our costumes on and 

perform for the rest of the school. We cannot wait to perform to our loved ones on Tuesday too! 
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Class 2 ‘Trailblazers’ 

 

This week has been so busy, but so much fun too.   

On Monday we made our own maps in Geography 

and wrote the grid references for some places on the 

maps.   

 

On Tuesday, we looked at the seasons and what we 

would see and wear in each season.   

 

Wednesday, we had a great Christmas craft morning 

making cards, calendars, reindeer food and 

decorations, followed by PE and a Christmas movie 

in the afternoon.  

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we had the most fun on Thursday with Breakfast with Santa, Christmas dinner and our annual 

Santa Dash.   
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Class 3 ‘Bright Sparks’ 

 

Class 3 have had a festive week of learning and adventure. The children have continued to work very 

hard in school and enjoyed a wonderful week full of learning and Christmas activities. 

On Wednesday, we had a very special trip to Liverpool. The highlight was attending the Advent 

Service, where the children loved watching and joining in with the singing. We would like to thank all 

the parents and children who brought extra presents into school, we delivered these to the cathedral 

after the service. 
 

We also explored the magnificent Liverpool 

Cathedral, before heading out on a tour of the 

city to see the sights we had discovered in our 

geography lessons last week. 
 

Our visit to the Museum of Liverpool Life was a 

fantastic opportunity to learn more about what it 

is like to live near Liverpool. The children were 

curious, engaged, and full of questions—making 

it a truly memorable experience. 
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Class 1 and 2 Christmas trip to Farmer Ted’s 

 

What a wonderful Christmas trip our Class 1 and 2 children enjoyed at Farmer Ted’s! The day was 

packed with festive fun and activities: 

• Decorating gingerbread 

• Making reindeer food 

• Grooming the ponies and meeting the guinea pigs 

• Writing postcards to Father Christmas 

• Watching a magical Christmas panto 

• And, of course, visiting Father Christmas himself! 

 

A huge thank you to all the Class 1 and 2 staff for organising such a memorable and magical 

experience for the children. 
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Class 3 ‘Bright Sparks’ trip to Liverpool 

 

On Wednesday, Class 3 had a very special trip to Liverpool. The highlight was attending the Advent 

Service, where the children loved watching and joining in with the singing. After the service we took 

time to explore the magnificent Liverpool Cathedral, before heading out on a tour of the city to see 

the sights we had discovered in our geography lessons last week. 

We would like to thank all the parents and children who brought in new, unwrapped toys into school 

that will be donated to the Nugent Care charity to bring Christmas joy to families who are less 

fortunate than us.  
 

In the afternoon we visited the Museum of Liverpool Life to learn more about what it is like to live 

near Liverpool. The children were curious, engaged, and full of questions—making it a truly 

memorable experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Have a wonderful weekend! From Mrs Preston & the staff of St Mary’s 
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Attendance for the week ending 12.12.25 

  No. of pupils Attendance (%) Rank 

Class 1 16  96.43% 2 

Class 2 17 90.85% 3 

Class 3 23 100% 1 

Tuesday, 16th December Christmas Party Lunch (see school lunch menu) 

Tuesday, 16th December Class 1 Nativity (9:30 and 2:30pm) 

Wednesday, 17th December Class 1 Christmas Crafts (2.25pm) 

Thursday, 18th December End of term awards assembly (9:15am) - all parents welcome 

Friday, 19th December Break up for Christmas (2pm) 

Monday, 5th January  Back to school (8.55am) 

6th—8th January Year 5 Bikeability 

Wednesday, 7th January Mass for the Epiphany (9.30am in St Elizabeth’s) 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

We’re thrilled to share some fantastic news! The Lancashire Attendance Team visited our school 

today and were full of praise. Our attendance is currently above both the Lancashire and national 

averages, which is an incredible achievement. 

A huge thank you to all our families for supporting our whole-school commitment to excellent at-

tendance. Your efforts truly make a difference every single day! Let’s continue to strive for this 

throughout the next term.  

Mrs Preston & the staff 
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Religious Education Autumn Term Newsletter 2025-26 

Important dates this term 
WELCOME MASS 

(7th  September) 
St Elizabeth’s Church at 9.00am for families and children from Nursery - Y6. 

 
HARVEST MASS 
(28th  September) 

St Elizabeth’s Church at 9.00am for families and children from Nursery - Y6. 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL MASS 
(3rd October) 

St Elizabeth’s Church at 9.30am for families and children from Nursery - Y6. 
 

ALL SAINTS 
(1st November) 

We celebrate the lives of special and ordinary people who have responded to God’s invitation to love. 
 

THE COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED (ALL SOULS) 
(2nd November) 

Today and throughout the rest of November, we pray for those who have died. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 

(11th November – 9.15am) 
The children of Class 3 will lead a service for Remembrance Day for all school pupils and families at 9.15am. 

 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, UNIVERSAL KING 

(24th November) 
 

ADVENT 
(Begins 1st December) 

Advent means ‘coming’. We think of the coming of Jesus when he was born but we also think of his promise that he 
would come again at the end of time. It is a time of waiting and preparing. 

Whole School Mass – Wednesday, 3rd December in St Elizabeth’s Church at 9.30am for families and children from 
Nursery - Y6. 

 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

(8th December) 
This feast marks the first stage of the existence of Mary, the mother of Jesus. She was ‘full of grace’ from the very be-

ginning and co-operated with God throughout her life. 
 

CLASS 1 CHRISTMAS NATIVITY 
(16th December – 9.30am & 2.30pm) 

The EYFS children will present the story of the first Christmas for families and children from Class 1. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY, THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
(25th December) 






