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Out of his great love for us, God created us to be happy with him forever. The blessings in this 

Sunday’s Gospel, which promise true, lasting happiness, are taken from Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount and are known as the Beatitudes..  

Dear Lord Jesus, 

Thank you for showing us how to be truly happy. May our family be filled with 

the happiness which comes from following your ways, so that we can share it 

with others.  

Amen.  

The Sunday liturgy is available weekly on the Wednesday Word by following the link on the school 

website https://www.stmaryscps.co.uk/wednesday-word/  

The National Year of Reading 2026 “Go All In” 

We’re so excited to announce that 2026 has been officially designated as The National Year of Reading! This 

landmark year is a major UK-wide campaign designed to get the nation reading for pleasure. Reading for 

pleasure is so much more than a hobby – it’s a crucial part of a child’s development, linked to improved wellbeing, 

literacy skills and even higher earnings later in life. That’s why this effort to re-imagine reading as a powerful 

activity is so important.  

As a school we want to ‘Go All In’ to promote reading for all our children, and we would love you to be involved 

too! Currently the children: 

• Are engaged in their class Reading Challenges—and they are doing brilliantly! 

• In Classes 1 and 2 have access to eBooks through Oxford Owls 

• In Class 1 regularly go on the Library Bus. 

During the Spring Term we will be: 

• Launching our on-line library on Purple Mash 

• Inviting you to our class Reading Cafes  

• Hosting a Scholastic Book Fair (10th—13th February) 

• Celebrating World Book Day (5th March) 

• Posting our recommended readers on our Instagram and Facebook pages. 

https://www.stmaryscps.co.uk/wednesday-word/


St Mary’s Catholic Primary School and Nursery 

Living and Learning Together - Shining in our Faith  

Class 1 ‘Shining Stars’ 
 

This week in Class 1, we have introduced our new Literacy text: ‘The Elephant's Umbrella’. The 

children have worked hard to write their own speech bubbles to show what the elephant might say. 

Later in the week, Class 1 thought about where they would take their special umbrella if they had 

one.  

 

In Maths, Nursery & Reception have been expanding 

their knowledge of different shapes and also 

positional language. Our Year 1 children have been 

using number lines to help them solve addition and 

subtraction problems. 

 

 

In Art, we have been experimenting with mixing colours. This was a lot of messy fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In History, we started to learn about an explorer called Ernest Shackleton. We will continue to learn 

more about him over the next couple of weeks. Make sure to ask your child what they know! 



St Mary’s Catholic Primary School and Nursery 
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Class 2 ‘Trailblazers’ 

 

This week Year 2 have done lots of practical work to practice their multiplication skills whilst Year 3 

are working on different multiplication written methods.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English we have started a new topic on non-fiction reports and this matches our new guided 

reading topic which is a non-fiction book called ‘Real Dragons’.  

In History we have been finding out about Neil Armstrong’s early life and what made him want to 

become an astronaut. We are looking forward to finding out what it was like in space next week.   

In Science we had an investigation session this week.  First talked about things that float and sink 

and if this is to do with their materials, their shape, or their weight.  Then we predicted if the things 

around our classroom would float or sink.  Finally we carried out our investigation and made a group 

record of our findings.  
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Class 3 ‘Bright Sparks’ 
 

Another Fantastic Week of Learning in Class 3!  The children have had another excellent week of 

learning and have thrown themselves into every challenge with enthusiasm. 

We continued our work on fractions, exploring mixed numbers and practising adding, subtracting, 

and even multiplying fractions with growing confidence. The children have shown great 

perseverance and are now looking forward to moving on to area and perimeter next week. 

In English our science fiction theme has taken us into the world of non-fiction this week. The children 

have been researching space and the solar system, gathering fascinating facts to help them create 

their very own information booklets. Their curiosity has really shone through. 

In Art, we have been investigating collage. The children have experimented with a range of 

techniques to create textured pictures and portraits. We also explored the work of artists Kara 

Walker and Robert Rauschenberg, using their styles as inspiration for our own creations. 

 

 

The children were absolutely captivated 

as Wayne introduced them to the skills, 

discipline, and precision of fencing. It 

was a brilliant opportunity for them to 

experience something new, and their 

enthusiasm was clear throughout the 

session. 

 



Have a lovely weekend! From Mrs Preston & the staff of St Mary’s 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School and Nursery 

Living and Learning Together - Shining in our Faith  

 

Attendance for the week ending 30.01.26 

  No. of pupils Attendance (%) Rank 

Class 1 16  94.41% 3 

Class 2 17 97.39% 1 

Class 3 23 95.65% 2 

Wednesday, 14th January KS2 Rugby Club begins (until 11th February) 

Friday, 16th January Friday Fitness Club every Friday at 8.15am 

Wednesday, 11th February Safer Internet Day 

10th—13th February Scholastic Book Fair 

Friday, 13th February Break up for half term 

 
Special Award  - For saying ‘yes’ 

and making good choices 

 
Good Work Award 

Class 1 Athea H Joe R 

Class 2 Lila G Ronan D 

Class 3 Cooper G Poppie H 

Headteacher’s  award Charlie M Cooper S 

Mathematician of the week  Heidi M-J 

Presentation award Ella C-McD 

Attendance Award Class 2 — 97.39 % 
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Religious Education Spring Term Newsletter 2026 

Important dates this term 
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

1st January  
 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  
6th January  

The Epiphany commemorates the visit of the Three Kings to the infant Jesus. 
There will be mass on Wednesday, 7th January St Elizabeth’s Church at 9.30am for families and children from Nursery - Y6. 

 
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

11th January  
The Baptism of the Lord commemorates Jesus' baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. 

 
THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD  

2nd February  
The Presentation of the Lord, also known as Candlemas, commemorates the time when Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple 

in Jerusalem 40 days after his birth 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY  
17th February 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY  

18th February 
Ash Wednesday is a day of reflection, marking the beginning of Lent and a 40-day period of preparation for Easter 

 
ST DAVID 
2nd March 

 
MOTHERING SUNDAY  

15th March  
 

ST PATRICK  
17th March  

 
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD  

25th March  
The Annunciation of the Lord celebrates the moment when the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would conceive and give birth 

to Jesus Christ. 
 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD  
29th March 

Palm Sunday recalls the story of Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem, where people greeted him by waving palm branches and laying their cloaks 
in his path 

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY  

2nd April  
Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper of Jesus Christ and the washing of his disciples' feet. 

 
GOOD FRIDAY  

3rd April  
 

EASTER SUNDAY  
5th April 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
SPRING TERM 2026 

TO KNOW YOU MORE CLEARLY 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),  
 
Our classes will be studying the new Religious Education Directory curriculum that covers 

the themes of ‘Galilee to Jerusalem’ and ‘Desert to Garden’. 






