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Friday, 17th April, 2026

Today we hear how two of Jesus’ followers went on a journey to a
village called Emmaus. Along the way, they met someone really
special, although they didn‘t recognise him at first.

Christ Jesus, our light and our guide, as we travel through life
open our eyes to recognise you in everyone that we meet. Open
our hearts to share generously with each other.

Amen.

The Sunday liturgy is available weekly on the Wednesday Word by following the link on the school
website https://www.stmaryscps.co.uk/wednesday-word/

This week in school...

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope you and your families had an enjoyable Easter break. A very warm welcome back to school
—we are delighted to see the children return with such enthusiasm and positivity.

Across the school, the children will be working on a range of engaging themes linked to the
curriculum. We will continue to challenge, support, and encourage all children to do their best, both
academically and personally.

Thank you for your continued support with attendance and punctuality in ensuring children arrive at
school on time and ready to learn each day — it is the key to your child’s success.

Thank you again for your ongoing support and cooperation. Strong
links between home and school makes a real difference. If you have
any questions, queries, or concerns, please contact us via the school
office.

We are looking forward to a successful and enjoyable term ahead.

Mrs Preston

Living and Learning Together - Shining in our Faith



https://www.stmaryscps.co.uk/wednesday-word/

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School and Nursery

Class 1 'Shining Stars’

Class 1 were really excited to be back together this week, diving straight back into their learning. The
children have enjoyed starting their new topics and subjects this week. This half term, Class 1 are
starting with their 'Lifecycles' topic. Using the story 'The Woolly Bear Caterpillar', we will be learning
about the lifecycle of butterflies and moths and comparing this to the lifecycle of other animals and

insects.

In Guided Reading, we have started to explore our new book 'Meet the Planets'. Class 1 have loved
talking about space and the solar system. We discussed everything that we already know and can't
wait to learn more! In History, we have started to learn about the events of The Great Fire of London

and what it was like to live in London in 1666.

On Thursday, Class 1 received an extremely generous donation from one of our lovely families. We
received lots of things to help us fill our brand-new planters in our outdoor area. The children all
worked together to plant thyme, curry plant, lavender, carrots, tomatoes and more! Thank you so

much, we can't wait to see them grow!

Living and Learning Together - Shining in our Faith




St Mary’s Catholic Primary School and Nursery

Class 2 ‘Trailblazers’

Well, it is great to be back and ¢ glo ew topics. In History we have started looking at life in

the Stone Age and compar o our lives ¢

In Science we looked at lots O s and recorded their main features, how they moved

and what they are covered in ready for our topic on Sorting and comparing animals.

We had a new PE teacher
on  Wednesday who
specializes in cricket. We
practised lots of throwing

and catching skills.

7/. We also started a topic on researching
/.
‘

. the internet in Computing. Did you know

that elephants in Africa can live for 70

years?
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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School and Nursery

Class 3 ‘Bright Sparks’

Class 3 have made a fantastic start to the terr{'z‘/AIongside their enthusiasm and confidence, we've

begun exploring our new topics: Position ahd Dixg
Wonder in English and To the Ends of the Gt
shown real curiosity and excitement as theyﬁﬁ e

In Computing, we have started to explore concept \
maps, learning how to organise ideas visually and
make connections between them. These skills
proved very useful in our science lesson this week.

In Science, the children in Years 3 and 4 explored how sound travels, carrying out practical
investigations using tuning forks and water. They were fascinated to see the vibrations in action and
to observe how sound moves through different materials. It was a brilliant opportunity for them to
apply their curiosity and scientific thinking.

Living and Learning Together - Shining in our Faith




Special Award - For believingin

others

Good Work Award

Class 1 Ethan H
Class 2 EricH RafaelH
Class 3 Poppy P Harry R
Headteacher’s award Emily H Cooper G
Mathematician of the week Connie Mc
Presentation award Xander L
Attendance Award Class 2 — 98.15%
£ Attendance
b ol Attendance Marrrs
N
Attendance for the week ending 17.04.26
No. of pupils Attendance (%) Rank
Classa 16 96.53% 2
Class 2 18 98.15% 1
Class 3 23 94.69% 3
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Monday, 13th April

Return to school for the Summer Term

Monday, 4th May

Bank Holiday

Wednesday, 6th May

Whole School Mass for Mary, the Mother of Jesus

Thursday, 7th May

Polling Day (School is fully open)

Have a lovely weekend! From Mrs Preston & the staff of St Mary’s

Living and Learning Together - Shining in our Faith
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Thursday 30 Aprill
3:30pm

* Refreshments & Hot Dogs
»» Family Friendly Quiz
»» Great prizes to be won




The WLSP Learn to Ride and Level 1 programme is a great

introduction to cycling for primary aged children.
Available for ages 7+

ABOUT

Our fully qualified and experienced instructors will aim
to improve the participants riding ability and overall
confidence.

Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.
Sessions take place on the tennis courts at Burscough
Priory Academy. Please access the Main Car Park and
make your way to the school's reception where our
instructor will be there to greet you.

Please feel free to book multiple sessions and for more
practice!

**= A limited number of helmets can be provided, but we
encourage you to bring your own if possible - please
contact us first before booking if you require a helmet

E T = 3

*** Children must bring their own bike ***

£5PER1HOURSESSION B . = 4 7
. . " :

To book; https://ec.schoolactivity.co.uk/
For more info call: 01704 377982
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St Mary's Catholic Primary Schoaol
Living and Learning Together — Shining in owr Faith

Religious Education Summer Term Newsletter 2026

Important dates this term

The month of May is dedicated to Our Lady.
There will be mass on Wednesday, 6" May St Elizabeth’s Church at g_3oam for families and children from Nursery - Y6.

THE ASCENSIOMN OF THE LORD
14th May
After his Resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples over a period of forty days.
Ascension Day is when we celebrate Jesus' return to his Father in Heaven.

PEMTECOST SUNDAY
24th May
This is the day we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the Church.

THE MO5T HOLY TRINITY
317 May
Today we celebrate our belief in the Trinity, the three persons of God:
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST
7ih June
On this feast we give thanks to God for the gift of Jesus in the form of bread and wine.

THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS
1zth June
On this day we remember how much Jesus loves us all,

FATHER'S DAY
icth June

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES
2gth June
We celebrate the lives of these important saints who helped establish the Christian Church




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
SUMMER TERM 20206
TO KNOW YOU MORE CLEARLY

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),

Our classes will be studying the new Religious Education Directory curriculum that covers the themes of 'To
the Ends of the Earth’ and 'Dialogue and Encounter’.

‘TO THE END5 OF THE EARTH'
(13™ April — 22 May)

Class 1 - The children will retell the story of Pentecost —a special
celebration in the Church.

Class 2 - The children will sequence the events from Jesus’
Resurrection to the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. They
will also retell the story of the Conwversion of Saul and learn
about how the fruits of the Holy Spirit can transform their lives.

Class 3 — The children will study the Resurrection told in St
John's gospel and make links with Matthew's account of Peter's
declaration of faith. By looking at the Apostles Creed, they will
explore their beliefs as Christians. Throughout May they will
reflect on Mary being the Mother of the Church.

‘DIALOGUE & ENCOUNMTER'
(8" June — 22™ July)

Class 1— The children will learn about the lives of St Peter and
St Paul, and how they were friends of Jesus.

They will then explore the music, food, smells, tastes and
clothing from the Jewish faith.

Class 2— The children will start by studying the story of the Good
Samaritan, thinking about Jesus’ question "Who is my
neighbour?’

They will then learn about the traditions of the Jewish laws,
beliefs, worship and life.

Class 3— The children will begin the branch by looking at the life
and work of 5t Paul.

Later in the theme, they will learn about the five pillars of Islam
and understand how Muslims in Britain today live out their
beliefs.

SUGGESTIONS FOR
HOME ACTIVITIES

Talk about good news in
your family and how you
shared it.

Ask your child to tell you
the story of Pentecost and
the work of the Holy
Spirit.

SUGGESTIONS FOR
HOME ACTIVITIES

Look at a globe or an atlas.
Find a special place and
pray for the people of that
country.

Discuss how we can look
after our world and
support our neighbours,
near and far.




Have you considered:

*  Walking or cycling to school instead?
This is a great way to contribute to
a child’s 60 minutes of activity a day
and is easy to incorporate into your
daily routine. Try it once a week at
first and see how easy it can be.

* Parking nearby or getting off the bus
two stops earlier and walking the rest
of the way. If you live too far away
to walk or need your car for your
commute to work you can still walk
part of the way. Adults in England
should aim to take part in at least
150 minutes of moderate intensity
physical activity each week.

+ Car sharing is a great way to reduce
congestion and save you pennies.
Team up with other parents or carers
who live nearby- share the cost and

halve the hassle. -

If you have a parking concern outside
of your school report it to
parking@Ilancashire.gov.uk

For more information on this leaflet
please email the Road Safety Team at

roadsafetyeducation@lancashire.gov.uk

Better _
L (=10 healthier
families

Sign up at
nhs.uk/betterhealth

School
Parking

lancashire.gov.uk

to get past
¢ Take care when reversing
v DO NOT PARK ON ZIG ZAG LINES

[T
. Please keep restricted areas clear
A GU|de to ¢ Zig zags and school entrances Pleas_e park
. o Dropped kerbs considerately around
Parking Safely ¥ Resident's driveways our schools and keep ||}
¢ Opposite or within 10 metres of a .
at our SChOOIS Junction- so that children can see our children safe! l
Inconsiderate and dangerous parking cars and cars can see children. Don't forget...
around our schools has become a big Your questions answered Congestion around schools is one of
problem, putting the safety of children What would happen if | did park in a the main reasons given for dangerous
and crlhers at risk. We all want to keep restricted area? parking and there are other ways you
our Ch"dn?[n s?_fe a.roull]'ld schools, so hfne If you park in a restricted area you are could do the school run...
zirfrm Op lips on now you can make a putting childrens lives in danger and for
' this reason school parking is regularly

How can you help? moenitored and enforced. If you park in a
/ Keep your speed down restricted area you could receive a £70
¢ Turn your engine off - do not idle fine.
v Leave the middle of the road free, with Am | okay to stop on zig zag markings

enough room for other road users to

i th h if 1 am only there a few minutes?
easlly pass ng_ Mo, under no circumstances should you
|5 s Make sure your child leaves and enters N stop on zig zag markings at any time,

your vehicle safelyt onto the pa\.fement these are there to protect school entrances

v/ gg:) T_:; Lo;e?]?:;samgsd:r;? cyclists and leave a clear view of the street for =
strians.

v Leave enough room on pavements for pedestrians .

pedestrians, pushchairs & wheelchairs

SC

AEEP CLEAR —

‘1,/ \_@

Y o

Never park on
zig zags or block
school entrances




5t Mary's Catholic Primary School

Living and Learning Together - Shining in our Faith
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5t Mary's School Holiday Dates 2025/ 26

Autumn Term 2025

INSET: Monday 1 September zo025

INSET: Tuesday z September 2025

Mid Term Closure: Monday 27 October- Friday 31 October zozg (inclusive)
Closure after school on: Friday 1g December 2025

Number of openings: 75

Spring Term 2026

Re-open on: Monday 5 January 2026

Mid Term Closure: Monday 16 February - Friday zo February 2026 (inclusive)
Closure after school on: Friday 27 March 2026

Number of openings: 55

Summer Term 2026
Re-open on: Monday 13 April 2026
May Day Closure: Monday & May 2026
Mid Term Closure: Monday 25 May - Friday 5 June 2026
Closure after school on: Monday 27 July 2026
IMSET: Thursday, 23 July 2026
INSET: Friday, 24 July 2026
INSET: Monday, 27 July 2026
NMumber of openings: 65
Total number of openings —195

(190 days for pupil + 5 INSET days for staff)




